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Abstract 

After the independence, India marked the end of the colonial rule and found itself standing on the 

threshold of a new era wherein the task was to build a strong nation. It was experiencing social, 

economic and political problems that had started to become an obstacle in the way of its growth. 

India had to improve its space technology for national development while pursuing space science 

research and planetary exploration. At that time Dr. Vikram Sarabhai was a pioneer physicist and 

industrialist who initiated space research and helped develop nuclear power plants in India. He 

was one of the founder and director of Indian space science. And also Sarabhai was the 

mastermind behind building India's first satellite, Aryabhata. His vision and team’s hard work 

made India to compete with some of world’s most successful space agencies like NASA, 

ROSCOM, JAXA, ESA etc.  

The range and breadth of Sarabhai’s interests were remarkable. In spite of his intense 

involvement with scientific research, he took active interest in industry, business, education and 

development issues. India established the “Indian National Committee” for Space Research in 

1962, which was later renamed the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). Sarabhai also 

set up the Thumba Equatorial Rocket Launching Station in southern India as its first location. He 

laid the foundations for the indigenous development of nuclear technology for defense purposes.  

Sarabhai initiated programs to take education to remote villages through satellite 

communication and called for the development of satellite-based remote sensing of natural 

resources. His contribution in the field of science and technology to India is numerous. When it 

comes to the management as a director, he took the responsibility personally after the mission 

went unsuccessful, but when the same mission was successful, he led the project directors to take 

credit, that was his motivation and inspiration to the young scientists. 
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Abstract 

Man’s eagerness to know about the mystery of space led him to study the phenomenon and 

matter in understanding the evolution of life in the planet.  In the initial days after India got 

independence the economic condition was very poor. At that time, a great visionary of our 

motherland, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, dreamt of being India as a space superpower in the world and 

defended the critics by convincing them and finding a solution through the application of 

advanced technologies to the real problems of man and society.  

India established the “Indian National Committee” for Space Research in 1962, which was later 

renamed the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO). Sarabhai also set up the Thumba 

Equatorial Rocket Launching Station in southern India as its first location. ISRO’s vision is to 

"harness space technology for national development while pursuing space science research and 

planetary exploration”. ISRO has put into operation two major satellite systems: the Indian 

National Satellites (INSAT) for communication services, and the Indian Remote Sensing 

Programme (IRS) satellites for management of natural resources which is used in many of the 

specialized areas. It has been successful in designing and launching so many Indian satellites, 

including foreign and went on to become the first nation in its first attempts to launch multiple 

satellites on one rocket, MOMs, Chandrayaan etc missions. 

ISRO is continuously striving towards achieving the economically sustainable, self-reliance 

space technology for India in forming space superpower in the world for prosperity of all 

mankind.   
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REPORT  

 

The following are the list of students who had participated and presented a paper in 

one of the National Level Students Seminar on the topic of “Mission Chandrayan” on the 

eve of celebration of 100
th

 birth anniversary of Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, Father of ISRO and 

50
th

 anniversary of ISRO at KLE Society’s G. I. Arts, Science & Commerce degree 

college, Nipani. Saraswati Samannavar, & Abhilasha R Negali, under the guidance of 

Dr. Honnur Krishna and Mr. Suraj Dadannavar, Department of Chemistry, under Science 

Association and Department of Chemistry of S. D. V. S Sangh’s, S. S. Arts College and 

T. P. Science Institute, Sankeshwar.  

  

 

 


